[Pitfalls in left atrial reduction. Superior neo-cava with pericardium].
Left atrial reduction is a surgical technique that has been proposed for eliminating chronic atrial fibrillation associated with mitral valve disease. A potential complication of the technique is the unnoticed rotation of the heart while the left atrium is anastomosed. Such an event makes it impossible to reconstruct the superior vena cava, leading to superior vena cava syndrome due to the rotation of that vessel. We report our experience with a case of left atrial reduction and rotation of the superior vena cava while it was being anastomosed. The complication was successfully resolved by placing an autologous pericardial tube between the two ends of the superior vena cava.